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THE JUDICATURE (SUPREME COURT) ACT

[1st January, 1880)

Preliminary

1. This Act may be cited as the Judicature (Supreme
Court} Act.

2. In this Act—

“cause” includes any suit or other original proceeding,
between a plaintiff and a defendant, and any criminal
proceeding by the Crown;

“defendant” includes every person served with any writ
of summons or process, or served with notice of or
entitled to attend any proceedings;

“judgment” includes decree;

“matter” includes every proceeding in the Court not a
cause;

“officers” includes clerks;

“party” includes every person served with notice of or
attending any proceeding, although not named on the
record;

“plaintiff” includes every person asking any relief (other-
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wise than by way of counter-claim as a defendant)
against any other person by any form of proceeding,
whether the same be taken by cause, suit, petition,
motion, summons or otherwise;

“the Registrar” means a person appointed as a Registrar
pursuant to section 11;

“rules of court” includes forms;

“suit” includes action.

3.—(1) Subject to subsection (2} all enactments relating to
the Courts and Judges and officers whose jurisdictions and
functions are hereby transferred to the Supreme Court, or
to any of the Judges or officers thereof or wherein any of
the Courts or Judges or officers are referred to, shall be
construed, so far as relates to anything done after the
commencement of this Act, as if the Supreme Court estab-
lished by this Act, and the Judges and officers thereof, as
the case may be, had been named therein instead of such
Courts or Judges or officers.

(2) After the 30th July, 1962—

(a) all references in this or any other enactment to the
High Court shall as respects enactments in force
immediately prior to that date be construed as
references to the Supreme Court; and

(b) where in this or any other enactment reference
is made to the Supreme Court in the exercise of its
jurisdiction, such reference shall not include those
powers exercised by the Supreme Court prior to
the date aforesaid and thereafter reserved to the
Court of Appeal or to any of the Judges of that
Court.

Constitution, Judges, Officers, their Salaries, the Seal and
Offices of the Supreme Court

4. On the commencement of this Act, the several Courts
of this Tsland hereinafter mentioned, that is to say—
[The inclusion of this page is anthorized by LN, 3/2001]
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The Supreme Court of Judicature,

The High Court of Chancery,

The Incumbered Estates’ Court,

The Court of Ordinary,

The Court for Divorce and Matrimonial Causes,

The Chief Court of Bankruptcy, and

The Circuit Courts,
shall be consolidated together, and shall constitute one
Supreme Court of Judicature in Jamaica, under the name
of “the Supreme Court of Judicature of Jamaica”, here-
inafter called “the Supreme Court”.

5.—(1) The Judges of the Supreme Court shall be the Constitu-

Chief Justice, a Senior Puisne Judge and sixteen other Somore®

Puisne Judges: Court. ©
Provided that the number of other Puisne Judges as ilzb(:)

aforesaid may be increased from sixteen to not more than 21976

twenty-four with the authority of the House of Representa- i {2.,{“’
tives. ?étsfzmg

(2) The Chief Justice shall be the President and the
Chief Judge of the Supreme Court, and shall be styled
“The Chief Justice of Jamaica”.

(3) The Puisne Judges shall be styled “Puisne Judges
of the Supreme Court of Judicature of Jamaica™.

6.—(1) Judges of the Supreme Court shall have in all {;llglg;‘frfu

respects, save as in this Act otherwise provided, equal lhe:]riﬁ
. . - - . u L= i
power, authority and jurisdiction. tion.
appointment
and status.
151962
S. 35.

(2) No person shall be appointed to be a Judge of 3*5\%°
the Supreme Court unless he is a member of the Bar of 4/ 0

Jamaica, England, Northern Ireland or Scotland— 3rd Sch.
(@) of at least ten years standing; or

[The inclusion of this page is authorized by L.N. 3/2001]
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(b of such number of years standing as added to a
period during which he has held the office of a
Resident Magistrate in Jamaica prior to his becom-
ing a member of such Bar amounts to not less
than ten years.

7.—(1) The Supreme Court shall be deemed to be duly
constituted during and notwithstanding any vacancy in the
office of any Judge thereof.

(2) Where the office of any Judge of the Supreme
Court becomes vacant by death or otherwise the Governor-
General shall appoint a fit and proper person (who shall
be qualified as required by law) to act in such office.

(3) Where any Judge of the Supreme Court by reason
of leave, illness, absence from the Island or from any other
cause is unable to perform his duties, the business of the
Court shall devolve upon and be transacted by the remain-
ing Judges of the Supreme Court:

Provided that in any such case and until such Judge is
able to resume his duties, the Governor-General may
appoint some fit and proper person (who shall be qualified
as required by law) to act in the place of such Judge.

{(4) Any person appointed to act under the provisions
of subsection (2) or subsection (3) shall for all purposes be
deemed, for the period of his acting appointment, to be a
Judge of, and shall have and exercise jurisdiction in, the
Supreme Court and may exercise all the powers conferred
upon a Judge of the Supreme Court by this Act or any
other enactment or by any rule or regulation made under
this or any other enactment.

8.—(1) There shall be attached to the Supreme Court a
Master who shall exercise such anthority and jurisdiction
of a Judge in Chambers as shall be assigned to him by
rules of court.

[The inclusion of rh-Is_pane?iisiaElﬁi;eE i:y_i,-N?f 2001]
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(2) No person shall be appointed to be Master unless
he either—

(@) is a member of the Bar of Jamaica, England or
Northern Ireland or a member of the Faculty of
Advocates of Scotland, of at least five years’
standing; or

(b) has been a solicitor of the Supreme Court or of
the Supreme Court of Judicature of England,
Scotland or Northern Ireland for at least five
years.

(3) The Constitution of Jamaica shall have effect as
respects the office of Master as if it were one of the offices
mentioned in subsection (2) of section 112 of the Constitu-
tion.

9.—(1) Where under this Act the Master has jurisdiction
in relation to any matter, then, subject to this Act, he shall
have and may exercise in relation to the matter all the
powers of the Court or a Judge, including the power of
making an order in such matter, which order may include
provision for costs, certificate for counsel or other con-
sequential matters; and any such order so made by the
Master shall, subject to this Act, have the same effect as
if it had been made by the Court or a Judge.

(2) Where under this Act the Master exercises juris-
diction in relation to any matter, then—

(@ in relation to such matter, the Master shall have
all the rights, powers, immunities and privileges
of a Judge;

(b} any party to the proceedings may, if he so desires,
appear by counsel or solicitor.

10.—(1) An appea! shall lie to the Court of Appeal from
any order or decision of the Master made in the exercise
of any jurisdiction conferred on him under this Act.

(2) No appeal from an order or decision of the

Master under this section shall operate as a stay of pro-
[The inclusion of this page is authorized by L.N. 3;2001]
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ceedings unless the Master or the Court of Appeal so
orders.

11. There shall be attached to the Supreme Court the
following officers, that is to say—
one or more Registrars,
one or more Deputy Registrars,
a sufficient number of clerks,
a Crier, and
such other officers as may be prescribed by rules of court.

12.—(1) The Registrar shall be a member of the Bar of
Jamaica or of England or of Northern Ireland or of the
Faculty of Advocates of Scotland, or a Writer to the Signet,
or a Solicitor of the Supreme Court or of the Supreme
Court of Judicature of England, Scotland, or Northern
Ireland, or a Law Agent admitted to practise in Scotland
and shall not practise in any Court of this Island nor act
as a conveyancer, pleader or legal adviser, and shall perform
the following duties, that is to say—

keep account of all fees, fines and amounts of for-
feited recognizances received in proceedings in the
Supreme Court;

furnish to the Accountant-General of this Island
accounts of all stamps passing through the offices
of the Supreme Court, and submit all such ac-
counts for audit as public accounts;

examine, copy, enter, arrange, index and keep, pro-
ceedings and records of proceedings in the Sup-
reme Court, and shall permit the public to search
and take copies of the same in the office of the
Supreme Court at reasonable hours;

attend the sittings of the Courts and Judges, take
minutes, write out and enter up judgments and
orders;

[The inclusion of this page is anthorized by L.N. 3/2001]
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report as to the sufficiency or otherwise of the stamps
upon documents tendered in evidence in the Sup-
reme Court, and receive and account for defi-
ciencies therein, and penalties in respect thereof;

enter satisfaction and assignments of judgments, and
prepare and deliver appeal papers and papers of
a like kind, and tax the costs of proceedings in
the Supreme Court;

issue process of the Supreme Court, and keep account
thereof, and of levies made and moneys received
thereunder, and of returns thereto;

keep jury lists, and strike and make up panels of
jurors;

make such investigations and take such accounts in
relation to proceedings in the Supreme Court as
the Court may direct, and shall have power for
the above purposes to issue advertisements, sum-
mon parties and wifnesses, and take examinations
viva voce, or upon interrogatories, and the Court
shall have power to enforce his orders as if they
were those of a Judge;

have power to administer oaths, and take affidavits and
declarations, in all proceedings in the Supreme
Court;

transact all such ministerial business of the Supreme
Court, and perform such other duties of a like
kind, as are assigned to him by rules of court;

(2) Circuit Court Clerks shall perform the following

duties, that is to say—

attend the sittings of Circuit Courts to which they are
respectively assigned, prepare the calendars there-
of and all indictments directed by the Director of
Public Prosecutions;

at such sittings call jurors, arraign prisoners, receive
and record verdicts, and administer oaths to wit-
nesses and jurors;

[The inclusion of this page is authorized by LN, 3/2001]
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keep minutes and records of proceedings and judg-
ments of such Courts, and transmit the same to
the Registrar;

generally perform such functions of the Registrar and
such ministerial business of the Circuit Courts,
as may be assigned to them by rules of court or
by direction of a Judge.

13, Upon proof of urgency the Registrar, being a barris-
ter or solicitor, may, in the absence of the Supreme Court
Judges, make orders which can be made by a Judge in
Chambers. An appeal shall lie from any such order to
a Judge in Chambers on two days’ notice.

14.—(1) Where the hearing of any proceedings has com-
menced before a Master, and he ceases, either temporarily
or permanently, to hold that office prior to the conclusion
of the hearing—

(o) if he has reserved judgment and ceases as aforesaid
before he has delivered his judgment he may at
any time lodge with the Registrar of the Supreme
Court such judgment in writing; and such judg-
ment shall as soon as possible thereafter be read
in Chambers in accordance with the directions of
the Chief Justice, and shall take effect in all
respects as if the person who reserved judgment
had continued to be Master of the Supreme Court
and had delivered judgment himself on the day
that it was so read; or

(b} he may, whether or not he has reserved judgment
as aforesaid, be assigned at any time to be Master
of the Supreme Court for the purpose of conclud-
ing such hearing.

(2) In relation to the exercise of jurisdiction con-
ferred upon the Registrar by this Act or any other
enactment, the provisions of subsection (1) shall, mutatis

[The inclusion of this page is authorized by L.N. 3/2001]
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mutandis, apply to him as they apply to a Master of the
Supreme Court.

15.—(1) There shall be attached to the Supreme Court
such aumber of Deputy Registrars (each of whom is
hereinafter referred to as the Deputy Registrar) as may
from time to time be appointed by the Governor-General.

(2) No person shall be appointed to be Deputy
Registrar unless he is a member of the Bar of Jamaica,
England or Northern Ireland or of the Faculty of Advocates
of Scotland or a Solicitor of the Supreme Court or of the
Supreme Court of Judicature of England, Scotland or
Northern Ireland or a Writer to the Signet of Scotland.

(3) The Deputy Registrar shall subject to the
general or special directions of the Registrar assist the
Registrar in the performance of the duties of Registrar,
and the Deputy Registrar shall in the exercise of his office
have all and singular the like aunthorities, powers, duties,
immunities and liabilities of the Registrar save and except
the powers vested in the Registrar by virtue of section 13.

(4) Everything by this Act or any enactment amend-
ing or incorporated with the same appointed or authorized
or required to be done or signed by the Registrar may be
done or signed by the Deputy Registrar and shall be as
valid and effectual as if done or signed by the Registrar.

16.—(1) There shall from time to time be appointed
such number of shorthand writers who shall receive such
salary as Government may determine.

(2) Shorthand notes shall be taken of the proceed-
ings at the trial of any person on indictment in the Supreme
Court, and a transcript of the notes or any part thereof
shall—

{a) on any appeal or application for leave to appeal
be made and furnished to the Registrar if he so
directs; and

[The inclusion of this page is authorized by L.IN. 48071973}
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() be made and furnished to any party interested
upon the payment of such charges as may be fixed
by rules of court whether the person tried was
or was not convicted, or in any case where the
jury were discharged before verdict.

(3) Subject to the provisions of subsections (4) and
(5) shorthand notes shall also be taken of the whole or of
any part of the proceedings at the trial of civil actions or
proceedings in the Supreme Court upon request in writing
to the Registrar by any party thereto and a transcript of
the notes or any part thereof shall—

(@} on any appeal be made and furnished to the
Registrar if he so directs; and

(8) be made and furnished to any party interested
upon the payment to the Registrar of such charge,
not exceeding five cents per folio of one hundred
and sixty words and not exceeding twenty-five per
cent of such charge for each carbon copy thereof,
as may be fixed by rules of court.

(4) The duties to be performed by the shorthand
writers under subsection (2) shall take precedence of the
duties to be performed by the shorthand writers under
subsection (3). ,

(5) A fee of six dollars thirty cents per day of five
hours and a further fee of one dollar and five cents for
every hour or part of an hour over the first five hours,
payable in advance unless a Judge otherwise orders, shall
be paid to the Registrar for the attendance at the trial
of a civil action or proceeding of a shorthand writer.

(6) Rules of court may make such provisions as is
necessary for securing the accuracy of the notes to be
taken and the verification of the transcript.

17.—(1) The Bailiffs for the Resident Magistrates’ Courts
appointed under the Judicature (Resident Magistrates) Act
shall in addition to the duties now devolving upon them

[The inclusion of this page is authorized by L.N, 480/1973}
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be Bailiffs for the Supreme Court and shall by themselves
or deputies execute the process of the Supreme Court and
shall serve all writs, documents or process issuing out of
the Supreme Court entrusted to them for service and shall
perform such duties in relation thereto and in such manner
as may be prescribed by rules of court made in the manner
prescribed by this Act.

(2) Any fees which by rules of court are made
payable to Bailiffs shall be taken or retained by them as
remuneration for the performance of their duties under
this Act.

18.—(1) It shall be lawful for the Governor-General to
appoint a Bailiff of the Supreme Court whose powers and
duties shall be limited to executing the process of the said
Court in its Admiralty Jurisdiction and to doing the
various things which by the United Kingdom Act styled the
Colonial Courts of Vice-Admiralty Act, 1890 (53 and 54
Vic., Chap. 27) or by any rules made under the provisions
of the said Act are required to be done by the Bailiff of
the said Court.

(2) Such officer shall be styled the Admiralty Bailiff
of the Supreme Court.

(3) Any fees which by the said Act, or the said
rules are made payable to the Bailiff, or in the Bailiff’s
office, shall be taken by the Admiralty Bailiff and retained
by him as his remuneration for the performance of his
duties.

19. Every Bailiff shall be deemed to be an officer of the
Supreme Court not only when executing any writ or other
process of the Supreme Court sent to him by the Registrar
for execution but also when serving any writ or other
document entrusted to him for service in connection with
any proceedings in the Supreme Court.
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